SZCZEPANSKI FAMILY HISTORY IN POLAND STARTING 1823 TO PRESENT 

My great grandfather, Stanislaw Szczepanski, was born in Drazdzewo, Poland in 1823. Drazdzewo is located about 60 miles or2 hours north of Warsaw. See Exhibit 2-1 for a map of the location in Poland. The information about our relatives in Poland was researched by a genealogist who was hired in 2009. His reports are interesting to read in Exhibit 2-2. The only information that we were able to provide the genealogist was the names of my grandparents and a village named Krasnosielc which was mentioned to Lorraine years before my mother died. Lorraine had written it down and saved it. The genealogist did a terrific job. He not only found that Stanislaw Szczepanski was my great grandfather but also located our current relatives, the Ewa Lesinski family. The genealogist in his email mentions that he must be in the right place because many families in Drazdzewo were named Szczepanski. He found three families who were part of the Stanislaw family tree. One was the Ewa Lewinski family. It was most encouraging that we would find a living relative. Interestingly, the genealogist, whose name is Tomascz Cebulski, started his research in a church in the village of Plock. Coincidentally, as explained in Exhibit 1- 1, the Szczepanski Coat of Arms appeared in a manuscript of Ian, the Bishop of Plock, in 1373. 

Stanislaw Szczepanski, my great great-grandfather married Katharzyna Koziolek, who was born in 1836 in the same village. They had eleven children (see exhibit 2-3 for the Stanislaw Szczepanski family tree in Poland). Poland had a turbulent history as was described in Exhibit 1-5. They were invaded by Germany, the Tartars, the Russians, the Swedes, and the Turks. The Russians occupied Poland during my Great Grandfather's life until after World War I, in 1918. Life must have been very difficult for our family in Poland during those years. My great grandparents were farmers who worked a farm for a nobleman or Prince named Kryzinski who controlled the area around Drazdzewo. 

My grandfather, Franciszek, or Frank, Szczepanski was born in 1873 in Drazdzewo (see Exhibit 2-4 for birth records both originals in Polish and translations in English). 

One of Frank's brothers, named Jan, is the great-great grandfather of the Ewa Lewinski family whom we met on our trip to Poland. Ewa and the Sapanski family are related because both of our blood lines started with a common ancestor, Stanislaw Szczepanski, back in 1823; therefore, as a result, we are distant cousins. See Exhibit 2-5 for Photos which Ewa provided of some members of her family tree. She arranged for a reception for us to meet their family in Drazdzewo in August 2009 while we were touring Eastern Europe. At the reception, Ewa's husband, Robert and son, Radek, played music and Ewa sang (see Exhibit 2-6 for the band’s web site page with their photos), and we enjoyed the Polish food prepared by our relatives. Everyone had a terrific time and the party is always commented as memorable. See Exhibit 2-6 for a photo of the combined Sapanski and Lewinski families on the day of the reception in August 2009 and exhibit 2-7 for emails from Ewa Lewinska.  
